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of inertia arising from language, climate, religion, and other
circumstances which cannot originate but may powerfully
obstruct social innovation. A third feature of Marxism is the
doctrine of class struggle. This emphasizes the hostilities arising
from changes in the personnel controlling production.

What is called the materialist conception of history is a com-
bination of the Marxist doctrine of the impact of advancing
technology on the social superstructures and the Marxist doctrine
of the class struggle. In reality the two have" no necessary con-
nection. It is possible to study how changing methods of satisfying
man's material needs influence his social habits in preliterate
societies which are not divided into Asocial classes or in periods
when conflicts between classes affect the subsequent course of
events far less than conflicts between neighbouring communities.
It is also possible to recognize how social institutions respond to
new material inventions without arranging the personnel of a
particular society in the social cksses prescribed by Marxist
literature. In all this one may remain a consistent materialist in the
modern sense, i.e. a behaviourist. The importance of conflict
between social classes raises other issues.

The doctrine of the class struggle is difficult to state in simple
terms, because a clear definition of social classes is compromised
by local circumstances. The barriers which separate groups of
individuals who pursue different occupations or inherit wealth
differ greatly in different communities, and the part played by
group loyalties is a matter for examination in die light of such
local differences. The theory that class conflict is the midwife of
social progress is attractive in Germany or in France where the
several estates were at one time castes which did not intermarry.
It has never been popular in Norway where it is obvious that
substantial social progress has been accomplished by the "difficult
path of reason"; and in Britain, where Dick Whittington and his
cat are the symbols of class collaboration which has continued
since the beginning of the wool trade with Flanders, scarcely
anybody of outstanding intelligence took it seriously till Hitler
stimulated our native chivalry by attacking it because the author